
 

The teacher may show clips from the 
movie Chasing Ice which documents 
the Extreme Ice Survey by James 
Balog and engage students in a 
discussion of the images they see so 
the students can understand how the 
creative integration of art and 
science can shape public perception 
and inspire action more effectively 
than either art or science can do 
alone. 

The teacher may show the video “A 
History of Earth’s Climate” from the 
SciShow so the student can 
understand the cyclical changes of 
the Earth’s climate and some of the 
causes for change. 
 

 

The teacher may ask students to visit 
the website www.climatehotmap.org  
so that students can articulate the 
potential impacts of climate change. 
 

 

 

The teacher may introduce 
information about the Earth’s 
atmosphere, so the students can 
describe the different layers of the 
atmosphere. 

 

 

The teacher may direct students to a 
PhET simulation website so the 
students can explore the interaction 
between energy from the sun, the 
earth’s surface and molecules in the 
atmosphere. 
 

The teacher may introduce the 
concept of activism so the students 
can research ways people are 
working towards solutions to climate 
change and identify things they can 
do to help. 
 

The Teacher may take students to a 
geodome or greenhouse and lead a 
discussion on the greenhouse effect 
so the students can understand the 
greenhouse effects happening in the 
geodome and on the Earth. 
 

The teacher may review the concept 
of activism and provide examples of 
artists whose work is considered 
activist in nature, so the student can 
understand how art as 
communication can be used to 
impact change. 

 

 

The teacher may lead a guided 
discussion about how artists and 
scientists can work together to 
impact change so that students can 
see how “the biology of mind bridges 
the sciences - concerned with the 
natural world - and the humanities - 
concerned with the meaning of 
human experience.” Eric Kandel 
 

Unit Title: Art as Activism: Climate Change Impacts 

http://www.climatehotmap.org/


 

The teacher may lead a discussion on 
collage and assemblage art and show 
examples from artists who work in 
this format so the student can 
understand the connection between 
artistic intent and execution in 
assemblage art. 
 

The teacher may review artistic 
planning strategies so that students 
can understand the role and 
importance of planning in the 
creative process and apply this 
process to fully develop the content 
of the artwork. 
 

Performance Assessment:   
You have been invited to participate in a local art show that aims to raise awareness around the changes 
expected in the years to come due to climate change. Artwork should focus on changes that will occur in the next 
50 years – within your lifetime – specifically focusing on things that will no longer be around or will be drastically 
different. Similar to the way we remember and study the dinosaurs of the past, what do you want future 
generations to remember or know about this time? 
 
Your artwork will be on display at a local museum. After that it will be archived and used to teach future 
generations about what the world was like in 2017. 
 
Each artwork should commemorate or bring attention to one thing that has the potential to be changed or lost 
due to climate change. The format will be a 3-D shrine or enclosure with a minimum of 5 different symbols or 
elements that signify the thing you are commemorating. The mixed-media sculpture needs to have a minimum of 
7 different techniques or materials use in its creation. 
 

Plan Description: 
Raising Awareness in a Changing World is a high school visual art and science unit focusing on using art as a way to communicate about something they care about. It 
begins with student-centered learning about the science behind climate change and the effects felt both personally and globally. Students will consider what will be 
different 50 years from now if we stay on our current path and create a mixed-media artwork that will raise awareness about one impact of climate change. 
 
During the 3 - 4 weeks of the unit, students will examine how human activity has accelerated climate change and what changes we can expect to see in the next 50 – 
100 years. Additionally, students will explore the use of art as activism – artwork that is grounded in the act of “doing” and addresses political or social issues. Students 
will look at the work of professional artists who use their work as a form of activism and discuss the role of this type of artwork in society today.  
 
This unit will culminate with a final project in which students synthesize the information they have learned about climate change to create a mixed media shrine that 
focuses on one impact of climate change in order to commemorate or raise awareness about something that will be lost or drastically changed as a result of our 
changing atmosphere. 

 

 

The teacher may create multiple 
media centers so that students can 
explore and choose media 
appropriate to realize their specific 
concept (i.e. drawing, layering 
techniques, collage or assemblage 
construction). 


